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Early Public Schools of Llano County
1852 — 1948

The first settlers of Llano County brought with them a love of edu-
cation that began as early as 1852 in the first settlements of Castell and
continued as each new settlement was populated.

Until the first school buildings were erected, classes were con-
ducted in the homes of the settlers. Neighbors would come together,
hire a teacher and furnish them with room and board. Eventually land
would be donated by one of the families of the area. Primitive one-room
log, wooden or partial rock structures were built. They were furnished
with hand built log and wood plank benches and tables and some type of
wood-burning stoves. The schools were most often named for the family
who donated the land, the community or a nearby natural landmark.

After all Liano schools were consolidated in 1948, many of the old
rural school buildings were relocated or turned into barns or storage
buildings. Many could not withstand the test of time and are no longer
standing. Through the efforts of many individuals, several of the old
schools have been preserved and restored and are now being used for
churches or community centers.



Schools shown
in this brochure
are the ones still

standing.

Early Public Schools
in Llano Couunty O’HENRY
SRS SOFRPLS HEADTRUSTEE  COMVUNITY ADDRESS
1 Badyhexd 2 J.C.Cate Babyhead «Original section of this two-story schoolhouse
2 Bemwell 18 Abet Smith Oxdord completed in 1887 to serve the Llano
3 Buflon (Bed) “ SamW. Ligon Bulm students living south of the Llano River
4 CapMourizn 15 J.W. Fouler Cap Mountain
5 Casted 3 C.H Gtz Cestel
% CokaPat eLocated at 1502 Oatman Street in southeast
7 Cymer Octman Creek Liano
8 Comanche Creek Clck
9 Cocord Bayhead eLlano’s first rock school
10 Dancer Flat 17 J.C. Castetow Kingstand

i
§

eSchool name chosen to honor the noted Texas

:i E'E‘:?w' gAb ey gg"‘ writer, William Sydney Porter (O’Henry)
}_f, Fé’;gf 1 2.’{%':? m‘,‘:‘:‘ eHoused all grades until 1925 when a separate
16 GanesvZeBuzzand Roost W.H Ligen Ganesvile high school structure was built
17 Grndod: Sxdie
18 Honey Cisk 1 E.D. Shitey Honay Cresk
19 Horse Mountsin 2 Chavias Giiflay Wrighis Creek
20 HachivaiColing) Fie'd Creek
2 Kennoty % M), Grean Ficid Creck
& 1 A G.Bxd Oxford
Kingsland
Cased
a7 Crock/Pecan Round Mountzin
2 A 0.Doxs Odord
a 3 Aogut Grenwelge  Costed
23 Lone Grove
2 Q D.P. Spock Lona Growe
2 2 C.MFas Long Mountsin
3 24 Ed Cromnover Shap Mountzin
2 Lo
k] % W.HBmma  Mchia
W Toa
k] 9 €L Moom Kngstand
3 @ ) Kalor Esbon
k14 s
kY 42 H.L Oelgvan Qatman Crack
3 2 Sodon Cavied
19 41 Thomas Orond
Qatmen Creek
» 5. R Parch Praiie Mounlan
Sulte
B\fon SIX MILE
Valioy Spring
Castzt
% RW. Rearms Sy lusia Six Mile community established in 1880s
% REL Vitson Cick
W LW Hendersan 3 oSchool located 7.5 miles southwest of Llano on
2 €.C Seoll Sl
2 W Bomyman  Sick Mowdain Hty=2323
:ﬁ:f " «In operation only a few months at a time so
& € C. Forister Tou students could help with family farm labor
L] S.N. Lively Valzy Sring
53 R.L.Havn Wiights Creex oEarly 1900s — became site of church services

and revivals

oClasses held until 1945



Prairie Mountain

oPrairie Mountain Community: 15 miles
southwest of Llano on Hwy. 2323 in
southwestern Llano County

21897 — first little school burned

eSchoolhouse pictured here needed for
more room

oBuilt of concrete in 1924

01948 — 1949 consolidated with LISD;
students bussed to Llano

oPresent time, building used for Prairie
Mountain Community Building

Castell

-éammuni‘la.z miles wesf of Llano on
FM 152

oEducation for students in Castell may
have begun as early as 1852.

oExpanded to three classrooms in 1929
oHoused ten grades

oClosed in 1948 and consolidated with
Llano School District

oAfter much renovation, the building
became the Castell Community
Center.

SLUFFTON

Located on Farm Road 2241 near
the western shore of Lake Buchan-
an, 12 miles northeast of Llano in
northeastern Llano County

The last school was built in 1917
and was used until 1937 when Lake
Buchanan was filled. Moved to
New Bluffton behind the Bluffton
Store and post office; now used for
storage

On Ranch Road 2241 and
the western shore of Lake
Buchanan, 20 miles north-
east of Llano in northeast-
ern Llano Count6

Teacher K. C. Barkley paid
$210 from November 26,
1898, to April 8, 1899
As of September 1909, 50
students at Tow School

Remained active until an-
nexed with Llano School

District, May 10, 1948

At present, serves as the
Tow Church of Christ



LONE GROVE

About 8 miles from Llano on CR 2241 in
northeastern Llano County, now on the
east bank of the Little Llano River

Town originally located on the west bank
of the Little Llano River in a small grove
of pecan trees for which it was named
School built 1910 after first school closed
in 1900

In 1937, Lone Grove became one of two

rural schools in the county to offer high
school courses.

School famous for its excellent tennis

VALLEY SPRING

On State Highway 71 twelve miles
northwest of Llano in northwestern
Liano County

School shown here: 1913 -1914
Consolidated with Llano 1948

Llano County Historical
Commission is currently
comprised of 10 members
(Llano Co. residents). We
assist people in obtaining
historic markers as well as
other projects where our
county's rich history is pre-
served for future genera-
tions.

> Types of Historic Mark-
ers o Subject Markers

o Recorded Texas Histor-
ic Landmark Markers

o Historic Texas Ceme-
tery Markers

Our Mission
The Texas Legislature au-
thorized counties to estab-
lish County Historical

A Project of
Llano County Historical Commission
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